Diffuse cutaneous leishmaniasis with atypical aspects.
A 16-year-old man had long-standing diffuse cutaneous leishmaniasis with the following characteristics: diffuse infiltrated lesions rich in amastigotes, absence of mucosal involvement, and lack of parasite-specific cell-mediated immune response. In situ identification of Leishmania mexicana amazonensis was achieved by the use of monoclonal antibodies. Clinically, as an atypical finding there was deep and extensive ulceration in the lower limbs. Histologically, an atypical characteristic was the presence of a high number of eosinophils in the infiltrate predominantly in the ulcerated lesion. Ultrastructurally, parasitized and lysed eosinophils with dispersion of their granules were seen in the vicinity of parasitized or lysed macrophages.